



Bookend Podiums For Primetime Prototype Lites Drivers
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Hollywood, Florida March 26th 2010 – Primetime Race Group “Prototype Lites” drivers, Anthony Nicolosi and Johnny Meriggi kick off the 2010 season with bookend podiums in round one at Sebring International Raceway.

Nicolosi and Meriggi returned to the Primetime squad in search of defending the crown won by team owner Joel Feinberg last year who has now moved on the newly introduced LMPC class of the American Le Mans Series. Both drivers fared well in the 2009 season finishing 12th and 9th in the drivers standing out of a 25 driver field and have already shown their growth over the off season. A third driver and newcomer Danny Mancini would also join the team in hopes of advancing his racing career from the club level.

Nicolosi showed off his improvement right off the bat at the February winter test be laying down the most consistently fast lap times over the course of the two day test and within tenths of a second from the overall fastest lap of the test. Meriggi who was absent during the winter test returned to Sebring two prior to last week’s race and competed in an SCCA test day where he too was one of, if not the fastest cars on the circuit.

These successes continued on into the start of the season with both drivers qualifying in the front two rows, Nicolosi just eight tenths off of pole and Meriggi another three tenths behind. When the green flag was thrown it was a battle for between Nicolosi and race winner Charlie Shears that would last the entire 13 lap race, Meriggi would hang close behind hoping to capitalize on any mistakes made ahead of him. Newcomer Mancini had surprised the mid pack veterans moving up through the field 9 spots during the race but would give it all back in the homestretch.

As in most sprint races, you need to get it done and get it done fast. In this case Shears got it done and would run a near flawless race crossing the finish line just six tenths of Nicolosi who was hot on his tail claiming the fastest lap in the race, Meriggi would then cross another 5.5 seconds behind giving both drivers and Primetime a great head start toward another drivers championship as well as the team championship which fell short by a mere 6 points in 2009.

In round two at Sebring Nicolosi had the pole position with Meriggi only one row back in P4, the two would have the best of intentions for another podium finish however bad luck in the form of contact from other cars would bite both of them forcing a back of the pack finish, Mancini would suffer a broken axle and post a DNF.

Anthony Nicolosi- Last year was a growth year for me and I hope to make 2010 my breakthrough year. As always Primetime delivered me a great car for the race giving me the ability to drive it hard and fast. This was my first podium of my racing career and with Primetime behind me I expect many more throughout the year.
Johnny Meriggi- Taking off most of the winter aside from some karting and missing the winter test, I was hesitant as to how I’d stack up against the field. With the help of Primetime and their engineers I was able to pick up right where I left off last year and felt the best I’ve ever felt behind the wheel. I’m looking forward to a very successful season this year with Anthony, Danny, and the whole Primetime team. 
Danny Mancini- I can’t say enough about Brent and Joel and the whole crew. The way they have worked with me to get up to speed is unbelievable. I had the best time I’ve ever had on track and I couldn’t have done it without a team like Primetime, they are the real deal. 
The Primetime trio of Nicolosi, Meriggi, and Mancini will be back on track for rounds 3 and 4 at Laguna Seca in Monterey California on May 21-23 along with Primetime’s LMPC effort in American Le Mans.

Stayed tuned for further Primetime updates!!!!


For more information visit: 
www.primetimeracegroup.com 
www.americanlemans.com 
www.prototypelites.com  
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